Molecular discrimination of enterotoxin C subtype in clinical isolates of Staphylococcus aureus.
The subtype of staphylococcal enterotoxin C (SEC) of 33 S. aureus clinical isolates was determined by polymerase chain reaction and direct DNA sequencing of a portion of the SEC gene encoding the SEC subtype-specific region. With the exception of a single strain with the SEC2 gene, all other strains showing different biologic and genetic properties were proved to possess the SEC3 gene.